Perfezionamenti – Vervolkommungen – Improvements - Amèliorations


INTERSTENO INTERNET COMPETITION

The experience made with the Internet competition formula proposed by Gian Paolo Trivulzio at the meeting in Losanna in February 2002 and worked out for Roma 2003 Congress, in cooperation between the Italian group of Intersteno and Interinfo Cèkia,  has suggested to evaluate some improvements, also for overcoming some 'problems' that have been experienced.

On this purpose we have made modification at the data-base and Marco Olivo has developed a  Java module.

These modifications are already available in our web-site (Internet contest session) even if they are now under test and must be improved in their graphical appearance.

Data Base:

1 – it is now possible to handle several competitions at the same time. Each of these competitions can be automatically opened and closed in Internet on predetermined date (got example starting from 1st May till 15th May)

2 – separate classification lists can be directly shown in Internet

3 – the management module of the Internet competition has been improved in order to have statistics and lists

4 – management of texts for training and for competition
Keyboarding module

The main goals were to avoid to download software and overcome the problem of sending the results to the database through firewalls.

On this purpose Marco Olivo has developed a Java module which, besides solving the aforementioned problems, has the following improvements:

1 – the errors are defined by type and are shown with different colours at the end of the training 

2 – it is not possible to enter text with copy and paste technique

3 – there is no file saved on the computer, so that it is not possible to 'cheat' making several trials on the same text. 

We have kept the philosophy of Zav module, i.e. training 1 or 10 minutes (even if it is easily feasible to add different time lengths) as well as the presentation of random texts on making training.

In the spirit of Intersteno cooperation we think that this is an additional contribution , that must be tested and improved in strict cooperation with every country.

The Internet contest must be evaluated in view of some strategic plans about which the Board of Intersteno has to decide.

These strategic plans are:

1 – Foster  the use of the touch-system for keyboarding at any level

2 – Keep in touch with young people, arranging on yearly basis an Internet Contest similar to the one done in connection with the Roma2003 Congress

3 – Makes available on Internet, a basic (or two steps) module for keyboarding learning to be spread in each country

4 – Release a certification of keyboarding ability.

5 – make an experimental competition via Internet with participants writing in the hall, during the next Congress. (internet connections must be available eventually with  wireless connection). This must nost be an additional competition, rather a different way of making the same competition. I.e. the competitors, instead of copying from the paper, reads the text that is available in Internet.

When the President says 'turn the paper on' the competitors click on the connection and 1-2-3 get the text and begins to write.

From the decisions that will be taken, several steps must be considered, which requires involvements of financial and labour needs.

In fact, the following points (which are not exhaustive) must be defined:

1 – each country must prepare the module(s) as per point 3, in accordance with the strategic points defined by Intersteno Scientific Committee

2 – improvements must be defined and prepared in the software. (management of the various activities – administration etc.)

3 – somebody must be held responsible at each country level for managing competitions and  for releasing the certifications (control steps must be defined i.e. teacher, school, organisation, Verein???)

We are ready to submit proposals in order to help in taking the decision, if the Intersteno Board wants to go in this direction.

Milano, 15th January 2004 

HOW AN INTERNET COMPETITION CAN BE HANDLED

1 – The interest Country, organization etc. ask Italy to open this competition

2 – Italy open the competition on Internet and makes available a management module for a 'competition administrator' who can:

· insert the reference data of the competition (i.e. duration – percentage of errors) etc.

PAGE  
3

